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Blakey’ s intro re WC identifies Dulles as lawyer only. Ford first of 3 surviving 
Members Commission to testify. G ary Cornwell to question. Ford has opening statement. 
Kef uses in advance to answr any questioned relating to period of his presidency. 

Cora, quotes excerpts of Church ®ook Y on agency withholdings from WC, etc. Ford 
reads his answer, beginning with "I concur..." He " "I categorically deny that the 
investigation of the assassination were deficient." Same old line about seeing "no 
new evidence." Denies WC rushed or hurried ("set its own schedule...") 

Never accepted info from federal agencies at face value and always conducted 
"independent" investigation. Like re Nosenko? LHO as agent? 

F457 and 443 exhibits shown him. On "outside pressure." First memo by Walter 
Jenkins 11/24/63 quoting JEH and second is memo from Evans to ^elmont attaching memo 
from atzenbach dated 11/25/63. First on convincing "the publi that Oswald is the 
real assassin." 

Fo rd helped get a sentence declassified. It does not read like it would properlv 
be classified. 



Refers to Helms memo in Church report. On "pushing too hard". 

°n being rushed and Mexican question, he again reads prepared statement that he 
was not informed of Helms cable but Members knew of Mann's belief. 

(i suspect that Belin, who was with Ford, may have drafted these prepared statements.) 
On Hosty note destruction, CIA assassination plots, CIA-Mafia connections. Was 
WC familiar and if not "could there existence" have influaced in?. Says not familiar 
with destruction of Hosty note but it would not have changed course of investigation. 

On CIA consideration of using LHO as source of info, doesn Q t recall if they knew but 
thinks if they had it would not have made any difference. Hoover’ s "theory of 1959 
that Mr. Oswald may have been an impositor(sic)" But also made no difference. On 
underworld, that also made no difference. Or, nothing made any difference. But,"had 
the Warren Commission known of any" such plots, they might have extended their inquiiy 
and look at them. But he thinks this also would have made no difference. 

Two exhibits 464 and 467, sash relating to CIA considering Oswald as source, JEH 
on possibility of Oswald as imposyer.Was Commission told of either? ^o. Well, on 
imposter it was. 



„ T53is ends questions, 9:40 a.m. Devine first without time limit. Says Ford was 
most conscientious" Member. Shows Exs 441 and 442. 12/12/63 and 12/16/63 from Asst 
Direct eLoach. Are they accurate re conversations with Ford and what were his FBI 
relationships while on Commission. Again reads prepared statement. 

When he says no cantact with ^eLoach after 1 2/l 9/63 not asked about l/22 transcript, 
hy did Warren take job? (Again from my work, PM anci staff memos on what Warren said.) 

vFord heard telling Belin "I havenlt compromised anything. " ) 

Warren took assignment for same reasons others. Pres, asked them to undertake 
responsibility as public duty and service. Nothing else. 

What was Dulles’ role on Commission? Same as others despite his prior CIA experience, 
which made him "unique." ‘ 

What was his "informal relationship with the CIA at that time?" Did it enable 
him to do more on Commission? Avoids again what is public, like how Dulles told the 
CIA how to circumvent WC. 



Prepared statement on criticsm is WC. Critis have mislead and omitted crucial 
facts. "The coverup if the underlying facts of the Tippit murder" is hallmark, which 
is “elm’s "Rosetta stone" appraach. Quotes from unidentified book on this 

First side of tape ends here @N 0 . 654. Argues as Belin, falsely, that six eye- 
witneses made positive identification of Oswald and again falselu as in Belin that 
ere was positive identification of murder weapon. (Ford even has trouble reading and 
then is not questioned about anything by -^evine.) 
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Devine says that Metro police have put a plan together in the event of another 
VIP assassination inco uding experts, videotaping, etc, 

Stokes questioning at 750, WC knew of Nosenko but there was no certainty about 
his bona fides. 

Says Commission demanded "everything they had" from the FBI/ Assumed FBi did this. 

Aware of administrative action against SAs? No, 

Preyer thinks one of ptoblems is that the Commission had no enhance to respond 
to its critics. 

Although Ford has already testified on his own initiative to what Preyer goes 
into, Preyer does this in the form of leading and self-serving questions in which he 
even refers to the Members pf the Warren Commission as ordinary citizens on a 
"citizens ’ commission, " 



(^either recommends any independent investigative staff,) 

McKinney at 882: Quotes K atzenback deposition, ^e though Dulles assured access 
to CIA’s info. But info was withheld. What would he do? Ford had feeling t hen that 
they were getting all info from all agencies, (But "obviously" not on assassination 
plots.) Kate said "it never occurred to me that the FBI would coverup anything." But 
he told the WC it was covering up its own leaking. End 944 

Dodd: 2 memos, 441 and 442, eLoach memos. 12/12:0n Ford being confidential 
informant for FBI. Refers to 12/5 and 1 2/ 16 sessions of Commission and does not recall 



if they were closed but believes all were in executive session, so DeLoach would not 



have had access to them. Ford says "there was an FBI liaison officer there, as I 
recall at all meetings," If true a big secret, rom transcripts not true. Ford 
repeats he believes no meetings with DeLoach after 12/19 because "there are no other 
memoranda." This is not to say no proof if other form. 



Dodd asks why confidential necessary. 

Cong Ford about 140, Did Commission get full and ©gcurate info on Oswald’s pos- 
sible connections with foreign governments. 

Sawyer 180: "This ^ippit situation" on which "up to now I’ve not had any sub- 
statial" info. I nterruption in broadcast here. With all that staff and money? 

Would Ford make it a crime for any federal agencies to withhold info? Eord a pk« if 
there are no laws "that ought to be investigated." 

Fitiiian 244: Ob bullet feags from ccar. Finds FBI used speetro could not determine 
origin, eads Seport. Asks if he knows of other tests. Ford no recollection. Although 
what Fjfrtiahn read is inconclusive, w 

#There was a report in 1975 referring to a .une 4 meeting of the Commission." 

Ford has no particular recollection, xxfetkw Repeats no pressures on WC. 

Tape ran out Tape 2 follows 



Edgar at 014. Did the Commission sit down with the spook agencies to outline an 
investigative plan? Ford recalls none "with the full Commission." Implies there was 
another kind and says he does not know that shch a procedure was "essential." Confuses 
eith Wfirst responsibility" to appoint a staff. Edgar says there Is evidence the 
agencies did not talk to each other as they should have so should WC not have co- 
ordinated all? (Ford call him "Congressman Eckard" and refers to WC conclusions that 
there had been "insufficient liaison" but this refers only to presidential protection, 
not investigation of crime. 



Asks if Ford retraced Oswald’s path to Tippit murder, which he says he did, and 
then does not ask any questions about timing. 

099 Dodd says there were things the Commission did not know, like LHO as FBI 
informer, H 00 ver on "imposter," CIA plots, etc. In terms of an investigation, 
would these matters change his feelings that there might have been more witnesses or 
would investigatory process have changed? To a degree. Ford says, but again nothing 
would have made any real difference. 

128 Devine again for exhibits 441 and 2 to go into record. Ford is offered his 
five minutes. He merely thanks them, end at 145. 
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Cooper and McCloy together at 167 for Blakey narration* Cornwell questions, they 
are accompanied by Belin also* 

C&pper asked about unidentified "recent” broadcast in which he questioned single 
bullet theory, t was BBC and I have transcripts. He agrees with Ford’s statement. 

Goes into JBC testimony. Did believe that separate shot struck JBC .McCloy at 300. 
Braises everyone, including Dallas police, for fine work albeirt with a few minor 
incidents, like Ruby killing Oswald»And they did too have their own investigative 
possibilities Cooper was a judge, for example, which required that he be an investi- 
gator Warren too. (indeed as a prosecutor he did not solve the murder of hjs own 
father.) Makes a long, uninterrupted speech to # 662 Concludes that JBC did not 
know when he was hit. 662is end of side 1. 

Sawyer makes a speech rather than questioning 

Dodd 040 asks aboot Ford/DeLoach matter — did he have any such meetings with any 
agency to eeport on the executive mge tings of the WC* Wo. Knew Hoover and McCone 
soically but he never discussed any of the work with either. 5 

Reasons for Oswald being assassin include "he was seen" by witnesses "but he 
qas not identified" by them. This, too, is part of long uninterrupted speech by Cooper,, 
Firm defense of Commission to 181 , with Dodd repeating same question to McCloy, any 
meetings or discussions with any of the agencies, limited to "I initiated no contacts 
whatsoever." My emphasis. 

(The tfanscripts show they were getting information not in the FBI or SS reports. 
In executive sessions only.) Recess at 214 fexx Commentary by %na Totenberg and Volz. 
She summarizes testimony 

PM-JT. Lee Rankin, questioning Ken Hein. Says he became gen. counsel by his 
being called by Warrsn. 

Who decided not to have own investigators? Commission but he recommended it. True. 

Says he neber believed the FBI would withho,d anything eespite contrary indi- 
cations in ex sess transcripts. 

Had no knowledge of CIA anti-Castro plots. 

Did have time-element pressures. Warren assured him job would last only 2-3 months. 

O^ce again limited questioning to elicit only what ankin would want to say. 

Side 2, says it was right not to use autopsy material becaus: e they should not 
have been published. Says could not have used withput disclosure because the Commission 
had promised. the American people" they would make everything available. The ex. 
sess. transcripts say th e exact opposite and include him in the exact opposite. 

Claims autopsy evidence "was merely additional evidence, cumulative." 

Cn 4 inch error in fatal shot, still would not change W C * s practise. 

Says "we. had a couple of investugators but they couldn t do" very much..." 

His version is that the CIA told them L'osenko was a "pgflnt." So they were afraid 
to call him. (about 110) Had to depend on CIA, which led him to believe that they 
hate a"group working on him.W 

"They were telling us that he was not a real agent." 

Sawyer ends, tokes begins about 210. 

"Whe they reported to use they didn’t report that they got a y w ord about 
Oswald or anything like that," re CIA and Kosenko. What did they tell? "Satisfied he 
was not a KfiB officer... was a plant. .»wan8t believable t about anything. " asks 

not a bona fide defector. "Rankin says yes. "They didn t go into detail about what 
he said." (Makes no ref to FBI.)0f 6IA says c^nst remember who told him this but 
thinks"specialists in Soviet matters. x t wasn t just one man. It was team owrk ..." 

Helms said same thing, "he wasn’t believable." 

"Did anyone ever tell you" about the volume of KGB Oswald records, ^o recollection. 
Was in FBI reports. Stokes says what Kosenko told committee was two suitcases full. 

greyer about 290, asks about reports LHO might have been an FBI agent. On the "pro- 
blem it was not was he in the records as an agent because he was not but could he have 
been. one where"the name of the individual was not revealed. "So they decided "to 

examine every person" who could have known. FBI worried about taking cover off all 
those agents. 




* xSf the Gommission decided "they would accept Edgar’ Hoover’s personal assurance" 
that LHO never had any EBI connection* J 

Preyer fefers to "a certain fall from innocence that we’ve all had since that 
time" re believing the EBI, 

On GDI , conclusion that LHO was lone assassin- chilling effect on FBI agents 
on following up on conspiracy. Rankin agrees and says they were aware* "But we 
didn^t rely on anything like that. We sought detailed evidence," which he does not 
cite because it does not exist .lowing about Hosty and note destruction and of disciplining 
evxne about 400. would have made no difference in conclusions* 

t J oa a Leajn ^ what he 1138 learned since Report, Rockefeller Commission, Church and 
JlbOA committee, would conclusions have been different? Ho. 

Dodd 555. Passes, Fithian. 

Did they review and approve FBI firearms tests by FBI? Yes. Side 2 begins with 
continuation of questioning about shooting, JBC and 2 film and use of open rather than 
telescopic sight, (which comes from my first writing.) 

ii Jn hen tI t ^ ierL pu ? il on open sights and nobody considering that Rankin rejoins with 
problems including"leaces on the trees," which eliminates their 190 shooting from 
that willow, as they have not let anyone know and nobody has pointed out at hearings. 

Dodd at 050. Rankin claims no knowledge of when the WC let the public know of 
preliminary^conclusions. (Does he mean press statement?) Dodd drops this. 

088 Me inney. Why didn* t those on a uby area go to the fi uby questioning in Dallas'? 

_ ’ li: was fiscussion by myself with the Chief Justice and former President 

lord" that they didn t. 

Stokes at 180. Coleman and Slawson to Commission memo Exhibit Pre oared frhm 

info from FBI on Hosenko. 5 pp memo by staff. 

Says Commission did not rely on memo becaase CIA said Hosenko not KGB or believable 
Mgar at 298. Hote no contents of redord disclosed at hearing. 

He never tnought the FBI would withhold or that Hoover "would deliberately lie 
to the Commission." Ends gt400. Stokes says they have "time problem" with next witness. 
Rankin apees to res pond to further questions in writing and is given 5 minutes. Says 
willing to assist in any way and thanks them. 

. s y s "d'k ds now time to consider the role of the Department of Justice’" 

in the JIK assassination investigation. Katzenbach. Cornwall to questuon, ^e suggests 
that in view of the late hour" and because of the deposition he had already taken 
maybe the committee would prefer to do its own questioning to begin with. 

Me inney 521. Why was he pushing for such speed? ^ecause of speculation re 
conspiracy here and abroad. Tape 4 begins with atz. oh Bobbie Kennedy of that time. 

His world came apart, etc. 

Says no record in Bureau other than was written for Hoover and to include in it 
only what ^oover wanted to hear. About 100. 

Full of praise for competence of FBI. 

surprised" that FBI did not sie z e the opportunity to embarrass the CIA" 
over its H afia/Castro plots and never told WG. 

°R ^® ak i 8 of FBP report 180 Why did the FBI leak?" L argely because of the appoint- 
ment of the Warren Commission." They wanted the report out and credit for it. o be 

"center stage." 

500 Preyer. Again refers to Presidential Commission as " a citizens’ committee." 

Katz, points out "different state of facts" from Ruby *s shooting of Oswald, 
i.e., a trial. So he does not recommend another in another such crime except n 

identical circumstances." Might need on anyway, ^ecause of nature of trial. 

it "Km Boddo 544Sawyer. Claims no recollection of Helms eonsultin him on Hosenko 
arrest but says maybe something was said. 

595-Fithian hu Organized crime interests. 

15wJvt° f tok ® S a f ain * ° n , lo senko. Ho recollection. At any time. Learned when (unnamed) 
Epstein phoned ana asked him. Stokes provides name. 

Recalls only that when CIA wanted wiretap, etc. within country, they came to me. 
Something a out book about 770. F ro m here to end 820 interruptedby phone. 

- n 2213 ? poants out that info about Hosenko treatment did not come out in U hureh 
and ouse intel. committee hearings. 




